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8th Grade  

Registration
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Students:

● View the important information about our 

campus

● View course options

● Work with your parent or guardian to select 

your courses

● Complete Google Form*

● AND Enter course selections into Skyward*

*found on last page of presentation

Middle School Academic Planning Guide

Welcome to Downing!!!

https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/home
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Downing Administration

Mrs. Harycki

Assistant Principal

Last Names A-K

Mr. Hilliard

Assistant Principal

Last Names L-Z

Mr. Martin

Principal
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SLIDESMANIA.COM Downing Counselors

Mrs. Blevins

Last Names A-K

Ms. Isaacs

Last Names L-Z
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SLIDESMANIA.COM School Nurse & Librarian

Mrs. Ashmore

School  Nurse

Mrs. White

Librarian
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SLIDESMANIA.COM School Resource Officer

Officer Justin Buck

Flower Mound Police Department
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Core Course 

Options
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SLIDESMANIA.COM Core Course Options

English/Language Arts  (ELAR) (click HERE for course 

descriptions and recommendations)

Math (click HERE for course descriptions and recommendations)

Science (click HERE for course descriptions and recommendations)

Social Studies (click HERE for course descriptions and recommendations)

English Language Arts 8

Honors English Language Arts 8

LEAP/ELAR GT 8 (must be identified GT to enroll)

Math 8

Algebra (High School Credit class - must have successfully 

completed Honors Math 7)

STEM Science 8

U.S. History

Honors U.S. History

Honors STEM Science 8

#
#
#
#
#
#
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/english#h.ib3ryltr1bd3
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/math#h.al03lucava4v
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/science#h.weyf0m5d5730
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/social-studies#h.i286epqb9x6v
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Lewisville ISD is proud to offer a variety of HONORS courses that are open to all 

secondary students. The purpose of these courses is to meet the needs of students 

eager to engage in a challenging curriculum as they consider the multiple pathways that 

will lead to future college and career success. 

HONORS courses will offer an additional layer of depth and complexity applied to the 

standard core content alongside the high expectations and authentic learning 

experiences found in all LISD courses. Depth and complexity applied to the standard 

curriculum offers rich learning experiences for students interested in taking on the 

challenge of advanced coursework.

Click below for more information on Honors Classes.

Honors Courses in Middle School

Honors Courses

Gifted & Talented Courses

Link to LISD G/T secondary website: 

https://www.lisd.net/Page/27852

Middle School G/T and Honors courses Smore: 

https://www.smore.com/4nkq8

● This Smore describes all courses (both G/T designated and 

Honors) available to G/T students.

https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/ms-academic-requirements#h.cg1a2mzawx2e
https://www.lisd.net/Page/27852
https://www.smore.com/4nkq8
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Physical 

Education
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All students will be scheduled into one of the following physical 

education courses. 

● Boys Athletics

● Girls Athletics

● Physical Education

○ In 8th grade, STEM elective can be taken in place of PE

● Tennis - If trying out for Tennis at Marcus High School 

(information available in the Spring), students will be placed in 

PE or Athletics pending tryout results.  

● External PE - If applying for external PE, you will be placed in 

the campus PE course pending application approval.

○ LEVEL ONE requires a minimum of 15 hours of 

participation a week in an approved off-campus activity; 

the student is dismissed one period during the school day 

by arriving late or leaving early to attend the activity. 

○ LEVEL TWO is a minimum of 5 hours per week of 

participation; the student may not be dismissed from any 

part of the school day.

○ More Information about External PE can be found on the 

LISD Website https://www.lisd.net/Page/1659

Click here for External PE Flyer

Physical Education

https://www.lisd.net/Page/1659
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-JCYRsVb0sh37hU8ednFLLhbLFY0QBdh/view?usp=sharing
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Students take 2 electives.   Fine Arts courses are marked with an (*).

● Band* (click course name for description) 

● Choir* (click course name for description) 

● Orchestra* (click course name for description)  

● Theatre Arts* (click course name for description) 

● Middle School Art* (click course name for description) ~must take art in 

7th grade to be eligible to take HS credit art in 8th~

● Art 1 High School Credit* (click course name for description) ~must 

have art in 7th grade to be eligible to take High School credit art in 8th 

grade~

● Spanish 1 High School Credit (click course name for description)  ~you 

will take Spanish 2 next year~

● Spanish 2 High School Credit (click course name for description) ~must 

have taken Spanish 1 in 7th grade to take Spanish 2 in 8th grade~

● Principles of Human Services High School Credit (click course 

name for description)

● Outdoor Trails (click course name for description) 

● Gateway to STEM 2  (year long course including Medical Detectives and 

Automation & Robotics - see flyer on following page) 

● Yearbook

Click here for the Downing Music Brochure

School districts are required to provide each student, at the time the student first registers for one or more 
classes required for high school graduation, with a written notification of the substance of the Uniform 
Admission Policy.  Click here to read the content of the Uniform Admission Policy for Automatic Admission 
from TEA.  
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Explanation%20of%20Automatic%20College%20Ad

mission%20Fig.%2061.1201a1.pdf

Electives

https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/fine-arts#h.hchbydsv81mq
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/fine-arts#h.trvb1bber6ui
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/fine-arts#h.zl68t1keej1
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/fine-arts#h.2dlra0ma3j88
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/fine-arts#h.9m924pdm6ysb
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/fine-arts#h.9m924pdm6ysb
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/spanish
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/spanish#h.ibcbh98m35sv
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/other-electives#h.1t572ic8571
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/other-electives#h.p9z6hudspo1t
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/other-electives
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zc422bNrVETpQlVmr0-GWyF15KVNxs16/view?usp=sharing
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Explanation%20of%20Automatic%20College%20Admission%20Fig.%2061.1201a1.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Explanation%20of%20Automatic%20College%20Admission%20Fig.%2061.1201a1.pdf
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STEM Elective

STEM 1 is only offered to 6th grade students.  



TITLE F
TITLE E

TITLE D
TITLE C

TITLE B
TITLE A

SLIDESMANIA.COM

STEM Elective

For the 2024-25 school year, only STEM 2 will be 

offered to 7th and 8th grade students at Downing.

STEM 3 will not be offered.   
Click here to watch a video about STEM 2

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-jihO6O_Vj-PCkqt_NbB3-KVXp4jrOjk/view?usp=drive_link
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You will only receive 2 electives in your schedule, but you will be 

selecting 5 different electives you are willing to take next school 

year.

You will enter your electives in order of preference. 

● #1 and #2 will be your top elective choices

● #3, #4, and #5 will be your alternate elective choices (in 

case your top 2 don’t work with your schedule).  

○ Your alternate electives must be different from your 

top 2 elective choices, and all 3 of your alternates must 

be different electives.  

○ So you will be choosing 5 different electives in all - 2 

top choices and 3 alternates

We try our best to accommodate 1st and 2nd choice electives; however, there is no 

guarantee that alternate electives will not be used.

Electives, cont.
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1. Complete Google Form for Course Requests

Course Selection Form

        ~AND~

2. Enter Course selections into Skyward

Skyward Directions

● Both the Google form and entering the course selections 

into Skyward need to be completed by Friday. January 19th.

Reminders & Questions

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-OINSx7wcgGQfxeB8uR968Ont2wPoAorFEc6yXaV7eSlpSg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U9Eh8N-50uWELaYx2tozVHbxEb91pnR2/view?usp=sharing

